used to.
The right optic disc is a dead white color on the apparent inner half. The vessels (retinal) are nearly normal in calibre.
The left optic disc is redder than normal, and the apparent inner margin is indistinct and ill defined, not so much so as is found in ordinary acute optic neuritis; neither is there any lymph on the disc. Boora, aged 25 years, a grass-cutter, was brought to tbe dispensary on a charpoy, with a history of having been struck by a zemindar with the extremity of the handle of a tool used for cutting grass. He walked into the dispensary, and stood while he answered my questions.
He complained of pain in the left side of his head, and seemed drowsy. He had a slight external strabismus of the left eye, and on noticing the remains of some vomited matter on his "beard, I felt suspicious of some serious injury, and ordered him to be sent into tbe ward directly. There were no external signs of bruises on the scalp, and no irregularity of the bones of the head. In fact, there was simply a suspicion of an injury, and no diagnosis of fracture of the skull was made. This was at 7-30 a.m. on .the 7th July. At 2 p.m. on the same day, he was quite insensible, with pupils well dilated.
At 5 p.m. his pulse was 86; respiration, 28; temperature in axilla, 103. No extravasation of blood beneath the conjunctivae or in the fundus of either eye.
On the following morning, at 7 a.m., his pulse was 12G; respiration and temperature were the same as on last observation.
H is breathing was diaphragmatic only ; on inspiration the intercostal muscles sink. He died at 9 a.m.
Post-mortem ten hours after death.
On removing the scalp, there was much blood staining, and slight ecchymosis on the left side of the head ; no fracture could bs as yet detected, the calvarium having been sawn off. A large quantity of clotted blood, measuring four ounces, was found lying between the dura-mater and the left parietal and temporal bones. On taking off the dura-mater, no bruising was found of the brain; but after removing the brain, the duramater in the middle fossa of the skull was also found separated by clot from the bone.
Beneath the dura-mater and clot covering the squamous portion of the temporal bone, was 3een a circular fracture about the size and shape of a shilling; the circular piece was not quite detached and not at all displaced; but on pressing my finger against it from the outer side, the circular plate of thin bone broke off. The bone on this side was evidently thinner than natural, and thinner than on the opposite side. The inner surface presented a well-marked groove for the artery, which, no doubt, was the source of the haemorrhage.
The dura-mater was not torn, and no blood had reached the actual surface of the brain It required much force with a hammer to fracture the opposite bone in exactly the same position. The interest in this case lies in the fact that so serious an injury was caused by the extremity of the wooden handle of a short grass-cutting instrument poked or pushed with some force against the unnaturally thinnest part of a man's skull.
